
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite us 
into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In the Kingdom” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “Our Resurrection,” is number 32 in the series.  You will find the order of worship 
for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:        Easter Sunday
  7:00 a.m.    Sunrise Service in the Garden 
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship Service 
10:05 a.m.     Sunday School
11:00 a.m.     Contemporary Worship Service
                        No Other Evening Activities

Monday:  Office Closed
  7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes 
are offered at 
10:05 a.m. for 
all ages. To learn 
more about Adult 
Sunday School 
classes, call Amy 
Wilson Feltz at 
672-7893 or send 
her an e-mail to 
amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.
org.

Tuesday:      
         Noon        Ladies Fellowship Luncheon
   6:00 p.m.        Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday: 
   6:45 p.m.        Growth Groups
   7:00 p.m.        Chancel Choir

Next Sunday:   Aldersgate Alive
  10:00 a.m.       Send-off Worship Service
  10:45 a.m.       Sharing Our Treasures
  11:45 a.m.       Lunch in Fellowship Hall  

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s music 
ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. (The Mission Field has 
been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of the church locally: McMurry University 
(and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

First Impressions: Welcome To Aldersgate!

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

experience at Aldersgate a little easier. They are available to direct you to Sunday School classrooms, answer 
questions about the church, show you to the nearest bathroom, or anything else that might be helpful! We 
hope that you experience God in a very real and meaningful way! — Jessica Watson

    If this is your first time at Aldersgate, we are so glad that you are here! 
You could have attended another church, or let’s be real…Stayed in bed 
under the covers! But, you are here, and we are so glad! In fact, if you 
are a first time guest, we have a free gift waiting for you in the Welcome 
Center, which can be found in the main hallway. At the Welcome 
Center, you will be greeted by someone who can share more about 
what makes this community unique. This includes information about 
children’s programs, opportunities to serve and different ways to plug 
in with this faith community. If you see someone wearing a red lanyard, 
that means he or she is are part of our First Impressions team. This team 
is made up of individuals in the church who want to help make your 



Children’s Ministry: Come Have Fun With Us!
   Children’s ministry is one of the most exciting places at Aldersgate! Each 
week, we have several ways for the children of our church to learn and grow 
both in their relationship with Christ and with the other children and the 
adults who serve in children’s ministry. We have Sunday School for ages 3 
years - 5th Grade, during which they are taught by loving teachers who truly 
enjoy getting to see and teach the kids each week. We also have Children’s 
Church on Sunday mornings, in which children from 3 years - 5th Grade 
participate in their own worship service. We worship, pray and take an 
offering. The elementary kids hear the same message that is being preached 
in big church. We even end with the mantra and blessing! The 4th and 5th 
Graders take a leadership role as crew leaders for the younger kids. And on 
Sunday nights, we have Kids for Christ, when the kids come together for a 
more relaxed time of games, supper, choir and a Bible lesson.
    Our last Kids for Christ of the spring semester will take place next week, 

College Ministry: Silent Retreat Rescheduled
   Last week, you may remember reading an update on our 
college small group called the Apprentice group. I wanted to add 
a few thoughts to that update as we look at finishing up the year 
together. Next weekend, April 10-12, our Apprentice students 
will finally be able to participate in the Silent Retreat, which 
was previously scheduled for February. Would you pray for our 
group as we take a “time out” from our studies, work, and other 
commitments to enter into silence, reflection, worship, prayer, 
and fellowship for a weekend? We will be staying at the Abilene 
State Park, where we will have the space to find rest and solitude 
underneath the large and beautiful trees. 

   Although you may not think this is a big deal, I really believe in the work that these students are putting 
into this group study. And their commitment has exceeded their own desire to grow in their faith to include 
a deeper level of commitment to one another. I hope that this weekend experience will only solidify those 
commitments even further, and more so, that we will hear God’s whispering voice in our silence. Such an 
experience has incredible potential to encourage these students in the slow and steady process of spiritual 
formation. Thank you in advance for your prayers. — Kyle Watson

April 12th, and then we will begin planning for the summer. During the summer we have Vacation Bible 
School (June 1-4), summer camps, and weekly we’ll have Summer Blast activities. Some of these are family 
activities, and some are just for kids. We’ll publish a full calendar of summer events soon. I am so thankful 
to have the chance to get to know and minister to your children, and I am truly blessed to have so many 
loving adults and college students join me in this ministry, too. If you have questions about the children’s 
ministry,  please contact me anytime. — Alayna Brooks



ALIVE in the Kingdom: Our Resurrection
Luke 24: 13-32
Sermon Notes

 

Hopes, Dreams, Desires and DISAPPOINTMENTS – “But we had hoped.” 

The Right Starting Place:  THE RESURRECTION NARRATIVES – “The Lord has Risen.”

1.     God is with us.  We are not alone. – “Jesus himself came up and walked along with them.”

2.     God reorders the meaning of suffering. – “Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then
        enter his glory?” 

3.      God vindicates the goodness of all that Jesus said and did. – “Were not our hearts burning within
          us?” 

4.     God frees us from fear. – “They got up at once and returned to Jerusalem.”

                                           God is either in this now or God isn’t at all.  Richard Rohr

Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus



Youth Ministry: Disciple Now is Coming
April 24-26, 2015            Cost: $35            Where: Aldersgate United Methodist Church
   DNow is a weekend during which youth come together for worship, study of the Word, fun activities/
challenges and more. We will have our main worship times at Aldersgate United Methodist Church. The 
students will stay in host homes according to gender and grade. These groups will serve as a community 
and small gathering of brothers and sisters in Christ. We will also participate in many fun activities and 
challenges throughout the weekend. 

Disciple Now Registration Form
  Name: _________________________________________________________________________

  Address:_______________________________________________________________________

  City & Zip:_____________________________________________________________________

  Home Phone #:_________________ Cell Phone #____________

  Emergency contact person:________________________________________________________

  Emergency contact phone #_______________________________________________________

  M:______or F:______  Grade:______Age:_____

  T-Shirt size:____S_____M_____L______X-Large 
                                     (Please complete form and return to Daniel Mathis ASAP.) 

Academy Connections: Excitement + New Life!
  Easter preparations for the Academy were underway for two weeks. Before the 
event eggs were purchased, the lawn was mowed in the field, parents arrived and the 
children couldn’t have been more excited.  Parents and staff scattered the colorful 
assortment of eggs, princesses, ninjas, pirates, frogs, dinosaurs and so much more.  
All were filled with candy and trinkets.  Children were lead out to the field and asked 
to stand, at the edge. “Look but don’t touch, wait…wait…wait for it.  On your mark, 
get set, GO!” Within seconds it was all over. 
    Sometimes I wonder if we have lost the meaning of Easter all together.  I hope 
I am as excited for Easter each year, as these small children were for their Easter 
egg hunts. Excitement is an emotion that should not be left behind with childhood. 

What a wonderful Christian time to have excitement.  A death has just occurred and now - new life! More 
importantly, resurrection!  May we all have the excitement of these small children on this glorious day. — 
Carol Rogers



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell

Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner

Presence                      (3.29.2015)

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $9,586.28 
Received Month-to-Date = $83,188.25
Received Year-to-Date = $201,217.87
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $13,822.48

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Sara Queen
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service=248
1:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service=203

Total Worship Service Attendance=451                                         
 Sunday school=170

The Oaks=16

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. 
Willis, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on 
the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is 
available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval
Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi



Daily Bible Readings             In the World                                                                                                                     
                                            Pastor Amy                

                       Sermon Passages                           

Sunday:         Luke 24:13-32                                        
Monday:       Mark 16:1-8  
Tuesday:       Galatians 2:11-19         
Wednesday:  Matthew 28:20        
Thursday       Colossians 3:1-17                            
Friday:           John 20:1-23
Saturday:       John 20:24-21:25
                                 

Chronological Bible Readings
                    
                   April 5-April 11
Sunday:         Isaiah 54-58    
Monday:        Isaiah 59-63     
Tuesday:        Isaiah 64-66   
Wednesday:  2 Kings 20-21
Thursday:      2 Chronicles  32-33        
Friday:           Nahum 1-3                
Saturday:       2 Kings 22-23 
        2 Chronicles 34-35

    April 12-April 18
Sunday:        Zephaniah 1-3
Monday:        Jeremiah 1-3
Tuesday:        Jeremiah 4-6
Wednesday:   Jeremiah 7-9
Thursday:       Jeemiah 10-13
Friday:            Jeremiah 14-17
Saturday:        Jeremiah 18-22 
           
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible 
in a year. Please consider reading 
both each day as we continue in our 
ALIVE sermon series.  

   Today, we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, 
the Christ. We say, “Christ is risen! He is risen 
indeed!”
   Next Sunday, we will continue the celebration 
as we participate in Aldersgate Alive, which is an 

all-church outreach effort to share God’s love in our city in real and tangible 
ways. It is one way that we say with our actions, “Christ is risen! And he lives 
in me!”
    On April 12, we will come together as a community (at 9:30 a.m.), we will 
worship and participate in Holy Communion (at 10 a.m.), and then we will 
deliver 600 bags of groceries to pre-registered recipients in our community 
(at 10:45 a.m.). After our time of service, we will come back to the church to 
share a meal together (at 11:45 a.m.) as we give thanks for God’s goodness 
in our lives.
    For those of you who participated in Aldersgate Alive last year, this will 
sound familiar. 
   For those of you who have not participated in Aldersgate Alive, this may 
sound strange. 
    Last year, our nephews Zachary and J.R. asked to ride with Jason and me 
during our deliveries. They were 6 and 4 years old at the time. 
   “Why are we doing this?” Zachary asked.
   “We are doing this because God loves us and shows us that love in many 
ways,” I said. “And we love God, and we show that love by doing kind things 
for people, even people we don’t know. Wouldn’t it make you feel good if 
someone showed up at your door with a bag full of food?”
    Those sweet boys smiled and nodded their heads. Then they climbed out 
of their booster seats and worked together to carry the next bag of groceries.
    And that’s the way Aldersgate Alive works. 
   We show up, wearing our red shirts (which are available for free in the 
main hallway). We offer ourselves to receive the names and addresses of 
people who will receive groceries that day. We pile into our vehicles with 
our family and friends, and we invite God’s spirit to work within us and 
through us. 
    I hope you’ll give it a try this year. If for whatever reason you are unable 
to deliver groceries, you may join Donna Underwood and her team in the 
Adult Bible Classroom as they write encouraging notes to people in our 
community.
    God works in many ways through Aldersgate Alive!


